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TAGS: SENV, OCON, UN 

SUBJECT: UNGA THIRD COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONSHIP 

PHILIPPINES HAS DECIDED TO RUN NEWLY DESIGNATED AMBAS- 
SADOR TO ROMANIA, LETICIA SHAHANI, AS CANDIDATE FOR CHAIR- 
PERSONSHIP OF THIRD COMMITTEE OF UNGA. GOP HAS BACKING 
OF ASIAN GROUP, ACCORDING TO DFA (VERCELES, IO) AND ONLY 
KNOWN OPPOSITION IS FROM EASTERN EUROPEAN GROUP. ALTHOUGH 
APPOINTMENT OF SHAHANI AS FIRST PHILIPPINE AMBASSADOR TO 
COMMUNIST COUNTRY IS COINCIDENTAL, PHILIPPINES IS COUNT- 
ING ON THAT FACT TO HELP THEM PERSUADE EASTERN GROUP TO 
WITHDRAW CANDIDACY. 
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